
CHAPTER THREE

Additional Government/Educational (G/E) Access Provisions

The City of Lincoln has responsibility for the content of this chapter.

I. GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNELS

1.1 The government access channels shall be made available to agencies of federal,

state, county and city government and other units of local government located

within the City franchise area of Lincoln. 

 

1.2 The objectives of the government access channels are:

(a) to provide public service information to the citizens of Lincoln;

(b) to increase awareness of the activities and deliberations of governmental,

legislative and advisory bodies;

(c) to increase citizen knowledge of the various functions and responsibilities

of governmental agencies;

(d) to help and encourage participation in program services to the maximum

extent possible; 

(e) to enhance training in internal communications opportunities for

government employees;

(f) to increase awareness of events, attractions and activities which are open

to the public; and

(g) to provide programming related to health and wellness including but not

limited to chronic disease prevention, behavioral and mental health,

accident and injury prevention and the promotion of health and wellness

programs and projects.

 

1.3 All public meetings of government legislative bodies, advisory boards and

commissions are authorized for cablecasting on the government access channels. 

All meetings cablecasted shall be covered from gavel to gavel and shall not be

edited or subjected to editorial comment.  Editing due to technical difficulties is

permitted.



II. EDUCATIONAL ACCESS CHANNEL

 

2.1 All public meetings of educational legislative bodies, advisory boards and

commissions are authorized for cablecasting on the educational access channel. 

All meetings shall be covered from gavel to gavel and shall not be edited or

subjected to editorial comment.  Editing due to technical difficulties is permitted.

 

2.2 The educational access channel shall be made available for use by any school,

college or university located within the City franchise area of Lincoln.

 

2.3 The objectives of the educational access channel are:

(a) to provide a community awareness and develop an understanding of the

diverse and considerable educational activities on-going within the service

area;

(b) to encourage and assist the educational community within the service area

to define and expand their continuing role of leadership;

(c) to exist as a confluence of the many individual institutions and provide

further avenues of cooperation toward a common educational good;

(d) to provide a platform on which to expand the various existing curricula

into the greater community as continuing educational opportunities; and

(e) to enhance and expand the opportunity for developing production skills in

a technically-oriented world.

 

III. CONTENT

 

3.1 Programming on the G/E access channels shall include but not be limited to video

(live and recorded) and messages and announcements using text and still images. 

There shall be no editorial control over programming on the educational access

channels except to determine compliance with these rules.  The Citizen

Information Center shall have the right to deny or cancel programming based on

noncompliance with G/E access rules.

3.2 The access channels shall not be used to advertise or promote the sale of products

or services or for any other commercial purpose.  Description or praise of a

product, service, business or person which encourages purchase, trade or business

is not permitted.  Intentionally showing business or product names, logos and

other symbols specifically for commercial promotion is prohibited.  

 



 (a) Limited identification and reference to sponsors who have funded or

underwritten programming shall not be a violation of this rule.    

 (b) Information about events, attractions or activities connected with the

Lincoln Convention and Visitors Bureau, Pershing Center, Pinnacle Bank

Arena and any other government-owned event facilities shall be allowed

even though some of these events, attractions or activities may be

commercial in nature.

 

3.3 Programming on events or projects intended to raise funds solely for public

purposes may be placed on the channel.   Programming may not be used to solicit

donations for non-governmental purposes with two exceptions:  

 

(a) With prior approval of the access coordinator, programming may

announce but not conduct fund-raising efforts sponsored by

nonprofit organizations. 

(b) Non-commercial radio stations providing audio background may

conduct fund-raising as part of their normal activity.

3.4 Events, activities and attractions that are the subject of programming must be

open to the general public and must be located or held within the City franchise

area of Lincoln.

3.5 The access channels shall not be used to advertise or promote enrollment in

schools, colleges or universities for which a fee or tuition is charged to gain

admittance.

3.6 Obscene or indecent material is prohibited.

3.7 Any advertisement of or information concerning any lottery, gift enterprise, or

similar scheme is prohibited.

3.8 Use of the G/E access channels or facility for any production, editing, or

programming which advocates one position in connection with any ballot issue is

prohibited. Use of the G/E access channels or facility for any production, editing,

or programming which features or portrays a candidate who has filed for any

election for public office, is prohibited, with the exception of news conferences or

regularly scheduled public meetings not related to any campaign or events in

which all candidates are invited.

3.9 Use of the G/E access channels or facility for production, editing or programming

of a religious nature is prohibited.



3.10 All uses of the G/E access facilities or staff for any production, editing or

programming of any department, office, division or governmental body may be

charged at the rates established by the Citizen Information Center.

  

3.11 Emergency programming shall have priority over all other programming.

3.12 If the G/E access coordinator feels a program may be in violation of program

content rules, the program may be submitted to the Cable Advisory Board, which

shall review such program at its next regularly scheduled meeting.

 

3.13 The City of Lincoln is permitted to use a legal disclaimer in connection with the

cablecasting of any program.

3.14 The City of Lincoln and the G/E access coordinator shall not be liable for the

inaccuracy of information placed on the channel.

 

  

IV. TRAINING OF GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION USERS

 

4.1 Everyone using G/E access facilities or equipment must take the access training to

become familiar with access guidelines, procedures, and regulations.

(a) The G/E access coordinator will develop training programs for

government and educational access.

(b) The frequency of classes for G/E access training will be determined by

demand.

4.2 Training is open to all employees of eligible agencies, following approval of the

governmental/educational agency director.  Volunteers and students who

participate in producing G/E access programs must also take part in training.  

(a) Persons demonstrating proficiency may not be required to complete

training programs.  Proficiency will be demonstrated to and judged by the

G/E access coordinator.

4.3 Annual training is required, but persons having at least 15 hours of production

time during the previous year may be excused from such mandatory training

requirement.  Persons not meeting this criterion may gain permission to use access

facilities or equipment through demonstration of proficiency or additional

training.



4.4 The G/E access coordinator is responsible for providing all users with guidelines

for use of current studio and remote equipment being used, including a checklist

of procedural steps, a general checklist for use of the studio, and a checklist for

each specific piece of equipment.  Complete operating instructions shall be made

available for all equipment.

 

V.  GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SHOW PRESENTATION

  

5.1 Volunteers or students may participate in government or education program

productions.  If a volunteer or student is participating in the government or

education productions, an employee of the user agency must be present during

studio production or editing sessions.  

5.2 Agencies and educational institutions desiring to use the G/E access studio must

request that they be placed on a list of approved agencies.  The initial listing must

be requested over the signature of the chief administrative officer of the agency.

The listing must be filed with the G/E access coordinator.

(a) Subsequent approval of training and production projects and personnel

may, at the discretion of the user agency, be delegated to the heads of

appropriate departments or divisions of the user agency, provided a list of

such authorized personnel is filed with the G/E access coordinator.

5.3 Government and educational agencies may sponsor programs by meeting the

following criteria.  Failure to comply with these rules may result in the denial or

cancellation of the program for cablecast.

(a) The sponsoring agency should have a direct role in developing program

content and/or approving content prior to production.

(b) The sponsoring agency must provide written approval of sponsorship prior

to cablecast.

(c) Program content must be directly related to the mission, responsibilities, or

functions of the sponsoring agency.  The Community Health Endowment

of Lincoln shall be recognized as an eligible sponsoring agency.

Governmental and educational agencies shall not sponsor programs which

have no relationship, or are only indirectly related to the agency and its

mission.

 

 



VI. G/E PRODUCTION FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT

 

6.1 When heavy scheduling demands occur, the G/E access coordinator shall have

discretion to prioritize reservations.

6.2 Programs and copies produced using G/E access facilities and equipment shall not

subsequently be distributed for profit without the express written permission of

the City of Lincoln.

 

6.3 Equipment, studio facilities, and editing facilities may be reserved on a first-come,

first-serve basis either in person or by telephone.

(a) All reservations for the equipment or other facilities must be approved by

the G/E access coordinator.

(b) Exceptions to the rules may be granted by the G/E access coordinator upon

written justification from the user.

6.4 Due to limitations of space, no sets or props may be stored at the production

facilities.

 

6.5 G/E access users are responsible for providing programs in whatever formats are

required by the G/E access coordinator.

 

6.6 A G/E access producer's program may not be duplicated for anyone other than the

producer without his/her written permission.

6.7 The remote truck is for programming applications which cannot be

accommodated through the use of other facilities or equipment.

 

6.8 The remote truck can be reserved by contacting the G/E access coordinator at least

two weeks, but no more than three months, before the desired date.  The request

must be accompanied by a program proposal.  Permission may be denied, if studio

or portable equipment is a more suitable means for production.

 

6.9 The truck may be reserved for no more than 24 hours during one week.

Exceptions may be granted by the G/E access coordinator.  The truck may not be

driven out of Lancaster County without the permission of the G/E access

coordinator.

 

6.10 A user must also provide to the G/E access coordinator, at least three days prior to

usage, satisfactory assurances that these arrangements have been made:

            



(a) Parking permits and parking space for the truck have been obtained.

(b) Safe, environmentally protected work areas have been secured for the crew

and equipment.

(c) Written permission for the use of the production location has been

obtained, unless it is under the management of the user agency.

(d) All necessary power required for production is available on the proposed

site.

 

6.11 The user agency assumes full responsibility for any damage to equipment or

production facilities.  User agency shall agree, as a condition to use, to

indemnification and reimbursement for all damage to equipment and facilities

caused by neglect, abuse, theft, or other calamity, which occurs while such

equipment or facilities are assigned to the user agency.  Ordinary wear and tear are

not cause for recourse.

 

6.12 If a piece of equipment malfunctions, the producer shall notify the G/E access

coordinator as soon as possible.  Under no circumstances shall the producer

attempt to repair the equipment.

 

VII. MISCELLANEOUS

7.1 The producers and/or sponsors of each program including local sponsors of an

imported program shall be placed in the production credits by the user.

 

7.2 Promotion of G/E access programming is the responsibility of the producing

agency.

 

7.3 Any G/E access user who is dissatisfied with the administration, enforcement, etc.

regarding these rules, may submit such matter to the Cable Advisory Board. 

 

7.4 Failure to comply with these rules may result in the denial or cancellation of

further access.  Whenever a penalty is imposed, the G/E access coordinator shall

report the violation and penalty to the Cable Advisory Board at its next meeting.

 

7.5 The rules governing the G/E access channel shall be reviewed regularly by the

Cable Advisory Board and the appropriate associated entity.

 


